SCHNEIDEREIT SHINES 

AT DISAPPOINTING DELAWARE
Submitted by:  Nick Angiulo

Fall bass fishing on the Delaware River is oftentimes fast and furious with cooling air and water temperatures triggering the mass movement of bass from main river areas into the back waters, creeks and coves.  The bass will gorge themselves on schooling baitfish in these areas, in anticipation of a long winter.  Fall events usually produce good numbers of fish and above average weights for the watershed.  However, the fifth and final New Jersey Bass Federation point event of the 2015 season, held on October 18 on the River, proved to be inapposite.  With much at stake, including the Boater and Co-Angler of the Year awards up for grabs as well as the anglers’ last opportunity to accumulate points to try to secure a spot on the 2016 New Jersey State Team, the small field was unusually tense.  Add the first major cold front of the fall into the mix, and the participating anglers scrambled to catch keeper-sized bass.  Regardless, at the end of the day, the Boater Division was captured by the Federation’s most decorated angler and the Co-Angler Division went to the only individual who found a way to coax the bigger River fish to bite.  
Boater Division


Rich Schneidereit has won so many Federation events, Angler of the Year titles and been on so many State Teams that the cumulative total easily outdistances the number of years that he has been with the Federation.  So it was no surprise that he found a way to post the only five-fish limit of the event and easily capture the Boater Division.  In this regard, Schneidereit, from Medford, New Jersey and a member of the Clearwater Bassmasters posted a total weight of 7.96 pounds, winning the Boater Division by almost two and one-half pounds.  For his Boater Division victory, Schneidereit the $420 first prize check.  
Second place finisher Ron Bassani parlayed a big fish bite into a two check payday.  Not only were Bassani’s three fish weighing 5.49 pounds enough for second place, but his 2.88 pound largemouth took the Boater Division lunker prize.  Bassani, from Wantage, New Jersey, and a member of the Mega Bass 6, was awarded $308 for his second place finish and an additional $70 for his Boater Division lunker.  Third place was captured by Mike Keller.  Keller, from Newton, New Jersey and a member of the Blazin Bass chapter, brought three fish to the scales weighing 4.73 pounds.  Keller received $210.  His finish also catapulted him to the top of the overall 2015 point standings, making him the 2015 Angler of the Year and Captain of the 2016 New Jersey State Team.  
Co-Angler Division


On a day when no Co-Angler could manage more than two keeper-sized bass, the Co-Angler winner, Mike Lee, proved that it’s not the number of bites that matter, but rather, the quality of the bites.  In that regard, Lee weighed in the two largest fish of the event and won the Co-Angler Division by a staggering 4.34 pounds.  Lee’s weight of 7.60 pounds included the Co-Angler Division lunker winning 4.24 pound largemouth as well as another largemouth weighing 3.26 pounds.  In winning his first Federation event, Lee, from Oakland, New Jersey and a member of the Essex County Bassmasters, collected the Co-Angler Division first prize of $360 and received an additional $60 for his Co-Angler Division lunker.

Second and third place in this Division were captured by South Jersey Hawg Hunter teammates, Larry Kantrowitz and Cody Barry.  Kantrowitz, from Mays Landing, New Jersey finished his best ever Federation season with his third check of the year by posting two fish weighing 3.26 pounds.  Kantrowitz received $264. More important than Barry’s third place finish was the fact that his placing secured his spot as the 2015 Co-Angler of the Year and the final spot on the 2016 New Jersey State Team.  Barry, from Tabernacle, New Jersey had one 2.98 pound fish.  He received $180.   
Awards and State Team

Angler of the Year

As indicated previously, congratulations are due to Mike Keller who captured this season’s Federation Angler of the Year.  In a hotly contested race, Keller edged out the 2014 Angler of the Year, Darren Pincus.  Keller showed how consistency is key as he finished all five events within the Boater Division top 10, and his best four were a 3RD place; two 4TH place and a 5TH place finish.  
Also worthy of congratulations, as mentioned previously, is this year’s top Co-Angler, Cody Barry.  
Rookie of the Year

In the Boater Division, no angler qualified for Rookie of the Year.  In the Co-Angler Division, Terry Stevens is the Co-Angler Rookie of the Year.  
2016 State Team
At the end of the season, the top five point-getters as well as the top Co-Angler receive a spot on the 2016 New Jersey State Team.  The top three finishers receive Boater spots and the next two along with the top Co-Angler receive Co-Angler spots.  The State Team qualifiers from the point circuit are:  Mike Keller (784 points); Darren Pincus (778 points); Rich Schneidereit (774 points); Brian Calloway (772 points); Nick Angiulo (770 points); and Cody Barry (Top Co-Angler).  However, since several anglers double qualified from both the Team Tournament and point tournaments, the qualifiers for the 2016 State Team are as follows:  

Boaters



Mike Keller – Points 


Darren Pincus - Points



Brian Calloway – Points



Bruce Stearn – Team



Rich Schneidereit – Team



Derick Olson – Team



Co-Anglers



Nick Angiulo – Points


George Hutchinson – Points



Cody Barry – Points



John McAloney – Team



Brian Christy – Team



Brian Snowman - Team
Miscellaneous Notes
1. Only one angler (4%) brought a five-fish limit to the scales and only 36 fish totaling 64 pounds were weighed in.  All fish were released alive. 
2. Hutchinson Cabinets has once again graciously sponsored this season’s points tournaments where in each event, the Boater and Co-Angler not in the money with the next highest weights in their Division who are present at the awards presentation at the end of the weigh-in, each will receive $50.  In this event, the $50 was awarded to Brian Calloway in the Boater Division and Mike Wotanowski in the Co-Angler Division. 

3. By virtue of being the highest placing eligible Ranger Boat owner in the event, Rich Schneidereit will receive $120 in Ranger Cup bonus money.  The second highest placing eligible Ranger Boat owner, Ron Bassani, will receive $100 in Ranger Cup bonus money.

4. The Federation anglers and Tournament Staff are to be commended on their care of the fish brought to the weigh-ins during the 2015 point events.  Of the 419 fish weighed, only one was brought to the scales dead and an amazing 99.76% were released alive.

